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Send  your  queries  to  Americana,  29 
West  38th  Street,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10018.  Not  all  queries  can  be  an- 
swered; however,  those  accompanied 
by  black-and-white  photographs  will 
receive  first  consideration. 

I  own  a  cherry-wood  Queen  Anne 
lowboy  made  in  1782-83.  My  great- 
great-great-great-grandfather,  Deacon 
Timothy  Osborn,  bought  it  or  had  it 
made  as  a  wedding  present,  and  it  has 
been  in  my  family  ever  since.  It  mea- 
sures 33  by  20V2  by  29  inches;  the 
claw-and-ball  legs  are  hand  carved. 
How  much  is  it  worth? 

Marjadele  Schiele 
Barrington,  Illinois 


Dean  Failey,  head  of  the  decorative  arts  de- 
partment at  Christie's  in  New  York  City, 
says  that  your  piece  is  an  unusual  example 
of  a  Connecticut  River  lowboy.  It  was 
probably  made  in  Southbury,  Connecticut, 
by  Elijah  Booth  and  should  bring  between 
$25,000  and  $35,000  at  auction— perhaps 
as  much  as  $50,000  if  sold  retail. 


In  1939  my  mother  gave  me  2  new  sets 
of  Gone  with  the  Wind  paper  dolls. 
How  much  are  they  worth,  and  where 
might  I  sell  them? 

Libbie  King 
Houston,  Texas 


According  to  Julie  Collier,  head  of  the  toy 
and  doll  department  at  Christie's  East  in 
New  York  City,  Gone  with  the  Wind 
paper  dolls  are  avidly  sought,  attracting 
collectors  of  Gone  with  the  Wind 
tnemorabilia  as  well  as  collectors  of  paper 
dolls.  Leading  auction  houses,  including 
Christie's  East  and  Auctions  by 
Theriault's  in  Annapolis,  Maryland,  offer 
paper  dolls  in  their  regular  doll  sales.  Be- 
cause purists  will  pay  a  premium  for  un- 
used sets,  paper  dolls  in  complete  strips  or 
sheets  fetch  up  to  $200  at  auction;  sets  cut 
apart  usually  bring  less  than  $50. 


Stamped  on  the  back  of  my  rug  is  the 
name  Whittal.  The  rug  itself  is  deco- 
rated with  flowers,  shells,  and  me- 
dallions and  has  a  loop  pile.  What  can 
you  tell  me  about  it? 

Sylvia  K.  Sard 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

According  to  Helene  von  Rosenstiel,  a  pri- 
vate textile  conservator  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  your  rug  zvas  woven  by  M.  j.  Whit- 
tal Associates,  a  medium-size  carpet  man- 
ufacturer that  opened  in  Worcester,  Mas- 
sachusetts, shortly  after  the  Civil  War.  Be- 
cause the  carpet  is  bordered  and  has  no  ap- 
parent cutouts  for  a  fireplace  or  other  ar- 
chitectural detail,  it  was  probably  made 
after  the  rnid-1870's,  when  the  vogue  for 
rugs,  as  opposed  to  wall-to-wall  carpets, 
began.  The  color  and  pattern  suggest  that 
it  was  manufactured  in  the  1890's.  The 
style  is  called  Body  Brussels,  which  was 
done  by  weaving  the  pile  over  rods  to  pro- 
duce the  looped  surface.  Whittal  salesmen 
are  supposed  to  have  promoted  the  rugs  by 
placing  a  piece  of  carpeting  on  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  the  store  for  people  to  walk  on. 
After  a  week,  it  was  cleaned,  displayed  in 
the  window  for  examination,  and  then 
auctioned  to  the  highest  bidder. 


At  a  farm  sale  in  France  I  purchased  a 
bronze  sculpture  of  Lincoln  with  a 
kneeling  freed  slave  in  front  of  him.  It 
is  21  inches  high  and  stands  on  a 
pedestal  9  by  9  inches  square.  Carved 


on  the  right  side  of  the  base  is  the  ar- 
tist's name,  Falconnier.  Who  was  Fal- 
connier  and  how  much  is  this  piece 
worth?  Hamid  Tadayon 

Fayetteville,  New  York 


Alice  Levy-Duncan,  head  of  the  sculpture 
department  at  Christie's  in  New  York  City, 
reports  that  the  sculpture  is  a  bronze  re- 
duction of  a  plaster  Falconnier  showed  in 
the  Salon  de  1868  in  Paris.  (The  original 
statue  stood  31  V2  inches  high.)  It  is  enti- 
tled "Affranchissement  des  Esclaves 
d'Amerique  par  le  president  Lincoln,"  or 
"The  Liberation  of  the  Slaves  of  America  by 
President  Lincoln."  At  auction  it  should 
bring  between  $1,000  and  $1,500.  Leon 
Falconnier  (1811-76)  was  an  academic 
sculptor  who  specialized  in  allegorical  and 
religious  subjects. 


The  3  oil  lamps  in  the  middle  of  this 
picture  are  made  of  milk  glass,  the  2 
on  the  ends,  of  brass.  What  can  you 
tell  me  about  them? 

Mrs.  John  F.  Sweeney 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


Robert  Skinner  of  the  Robert  Skinner  Gal- 
lery in  Bolton,  Massachusetts,  explains 
that  oil  lamps  such  as  these  were  made  be- 
tween 1860  and  1920.  Most  lamps  have 
the  date  impressed  on  the  knob.  During  the 
1920 's,  old  art-  and  pattern-glass  lamps 
were  reproduced  in  large  numbers,  which 
depressed  the  market  value  of  the  originals. 
Both  reproduction  and  original  glass  lamps 
are  worth  between  $75  and  $100;  brass 
examples,  between  $50  and  $75. 
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